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PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS — INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 
TECHNOLOGY INFRASTRUCTURE 

65. Mr J.N. HYDE to the Minister for Education and Training: 
The Carpenter government has worked hard to implement superior information technology infrastructure and 
equipment for government primary and secondary schools. Is the minister able to update the house on any recent 
advances made in this area and is he aware of any alternative views? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Indeed, I am, and I thank the member for Perth for the question. The Carpenter government is doing an 
enormous amount in the area of information and communications technology in schools. I have good news for 
public schools around Western Australia; that is, we will be working very hard with the new commonwealth 
government on installing more ICT in schools around Western Australia. Our schools are at the forefront of 
Kevin Rudd’s digital revolution.  

Dr J.M. Woollard interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! I know the member for Alfred Cove is interjecting but I cannot hear what she is saying. 
I call her to order for continuing to try to disrupt the minister. It is not the member’s job to disrupt the minister; it 
is her job to listen to what the minister has to say and occasionally make interjections that add to the flow of 
question time rather than stop it. 

Dr S.C. Thomas: Will every student get laptops under Kevin Rudd? 

The SPEAKER: Order! I call the member for Capel to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is why I was interested to see on the agenda of the fifty-eighth Liberal state 
conference, to be held this weekend, a call for more information technology when we are already putting more 
information technology into schools around this state than has been done in any other school system in the 
history of this country. I suppose that that motion from the Liberal state conference is a little more sensible than 
another motion I spotted on its agenda, which calls upon the federal government to introduce tax deductibility 
for au pairs and nannies throughout Western Australia. There is no doubt that the Liberal Party is at the cutting 
edge of what is important in Australia in this day and age. 

We are doing a lot about information technology in government schools in Western Australia. We have 
implemented the Learning with ICT project, which has 164 schools deployed, with another 21 schools coming 
on board this year and a rollout of additional resources and services for those schools in teacher professional 
development, additional staff for IT coordination and infrastructure upgrades. We have high levels of broadband 
connection in Western Australia—in fact, we are the envy of other states—with nearly 75 per cent of schools 
having 10 megabyte capacity connected. A total of 16 000 teachers have taken advantage of our notebooks for 
teachers program, and the ratio of computers to students is very high in both primary and secondary schools 
around Western Australia. We have put our new syllabus online so that teachers around Western Australia will 
have access to it. We are part of Kevin Rudd’s digital revolution. We are part of the main game. We are not 
concentrating on the tax deductibility of au pairs and nannies in households around Western Australia.  
 


